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Rationale Statements: Reading 

The underlying theoretical concepts for designing the pre-reading, while-reading and post-reading 

activities are aimed at catering for learners’ interests, learning styles, motivation and English proficiency.  

 

The theme for this unit is information technology (IT). As we all know, teenagers are all fancy with IT 

products in this digital era. That’s why this topic should be an interesting one for our students. In 

addition, it targets at Form 3 students so a higher cognitive level is set on evaluating how IT affects our 

daily life.  

 

For the pre-reading activities, there are altogether 4 activities. The first activity is a matching exercise 

about different IT products and what other IT products students know nowadays. It aims to elicit the 

schema about IT. The activity is designed with common content and varied product. For less ready 

students, they can choose to write or draw about what the IT products they know. The second activity is 

a connotation exercise, students need to combine the verb with some nouns to describe different kinds of 

IT activities. For less ready students, they need to do a running dictation in pairs. The third activity is a 

Youtube video “The Computer Song”, students need to circle the icons of IT and complete the chorus 

part of the lyric while watching the video. For less ready students, the blanks in the chorus part are given 

with the number of letters as hint. The last activity is a matching exercise of main idea for each 

paragraph. For less ready students, a simplified version of passage is adopted. All the activities appeal to 

students with sensory and working learning styles, as well as visual, kinesthetic, musical and 

interpersonal intelligences. 

 

For the while-reading activities, students complete the reading comprehension questions with different 

reading skills. All the questions comprise of all the levels of thinking based on the Bloom’s taxonomy 

and the question types are prepared the students to bridge the NSS syllabus. For less ready students, all 

reading comprehension questions are set based on the simplified version with mainly three levels of 

thinking: remember, understanding and analyse based on the Bloom’s taxonomy. All the questions will 

be done with the guidance of teacher. All these activities are adopted for suiting students with cognitive 

and working learning styles, as well as logical, verbal, visual/spatial and interpersonal intelligences. 

 

For the post-reading activities, students in a group of 3 to 4 need to answer the questions without 

referring to the song lyric and create a new rap lyric with an IT product after listening to a rap song “The 

Mobile Phone Rap” as a sample. Then, a group presentation on the new lyric will be done. For less-ready 

students, they can refer to the lyric and create with their new rap lyric with a template. These activities 

are suitable for students with all the three learning styles and verbal, rhythmical, visual/Spatial, logical 

and interpersonal intelligences.  
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Justification of the theoretical concepts: Writing 

Our group has chosen to develop a resource pack based on Unit 10 from On Track 3B (Aristo). This unit 

is about information technology (IT). Under this general topic a number of relevant sub-topics are 

covered such as mobile phones, email, blogging and the Internet. The following paragraphs will explain 

how the final part (p.99-102) has been adapted.  This part aims to let students practise the language 

skills they have learnt in this unit and further expose them to this topic in a broader sense. 

 

Students will complete Task 1.1 Listening, Task 1.2 Speaking, Task 2.1 Writing an email and Task 2.2 

Writing an article. When preparing for teaching, I would generally set Version A for more ready students 

and Version B for less ready students. This is one type of adaptations. With reference to the classification 

by Ebeling (1994), there are nine types namely input, output, time, difficulty, level of support, size, 

degree of participation, alternate goals and substitute curriculum. By varying the process, tasks and 

products (See ‘Rationale’ in Table p.1), hopefully adaptations to learner diversity can be maximized. 

This will be illustrated with some examples below. 

 

Task 2.1 Writing an email 

The original task in the textbook is more like a simple reading comprehension exercise, assuming 

learners have the previous knowledge of the format of an email. However, scaffolding may be required 

in reality for less ready students (See Supplementary Worksheet p.6) while more ready students may 

need room for creativity. Both groups will use the same worksheet (p.7) but the process has been varied. 

 

Task 2.2 Write about your opinions on the effects of IT at an online forum 

Textbook P.102 shows a NET giving advice in two long paragraphs. There is hardly adequate support for 

less ready students nor does it cater for learners of different styles. Rahal (2010) quotes one of the 

instruction based models called VARK, which suggests learners have their own preferred style classified 

as ‘V’ for visual, ‘A’ for auditory, ‘K’ for kinesthetic and ‘R’ for read/write.  

The original design of the task in this textbook is only suitable for R learners. To make the task more 

manageable, language support and some activities are added to prepare students for the task step by step. 

Therefore, both the task and the process need some serious adaptations. 

 

1. Language support 

Two tables of related vocabulary and sentence structures are provided. Students are asked to fill in 

more. This step, on the one hand, enables students to gather ‘bricks’ for a writing task and , on the 

other hand, consolidates what they have learnt earlier in this unit. 

 

2. Brainstorming  

Students will brainstorm ideas using a pro-and-con table (p.9) or a mind map. Offering two options 

aims to accommodate both analytic/sequential and global/random learners. 
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3. Viewing 

Students will be shown some movie trailers or short scenes from some selected movies or a 

documentary. 

 

They three options chosen are: I.Robot, The Holiday and E-shopping Bug in China of the Hong Kong 

Connections series. It depends on the majority gender and interest of the class to decide which video 

should be shown. Generally, male learners would tend to prefer I.Robot, a sci-fi action film while 

female learners would prefer The Holiday, a romance. Less ready students may need English or 

Chinese subtitles. The documentary about e-shopping is suitable for both groups of students, which 

lets them catch a glimpse of the reality in China ad may also pave their way to the NSS elective – 

Social Issues. However, it should be noted that it does take a certain level of maturity for learners to 

appreciate a documentary. 

 

Viewing videos before the writing task will provide more stimuli and certainly cater for the needs of 

visual and auditory learners.  

 

4. Browsing websites 

Students will be asked to do research online by browsing a few recommended websites. Less ready 

students may only focus on one website while the more ready students may read more widely. This 

will be assigned as homework and it is particularly suitable for introvert learners. 

 

5. Drafting 

After gathering enough information, students will draft their writing, using a worksheet (p.14) which 

helps them to organise the composition. Less ready students may refer to an additional sample 

provided (p.15).  

 

6. Peer assessment 

Students will assess each other’s drafts in pair using a checklist (p.15). This will appeal to learners of 

higher interpersonal intelligence. If moving around the classroom is allowed, that will also cater for 

kinesthetic learners.  

 

7. Revising  

With reference to their classmates’ feedback, students will revise their writing. The compositions will 

then be submitted to assess by the teachers. 

 

 



Professional Development Course 2011-2012   Y. W. Lai, M. Y. Tam, C. W. Kwan 

Catering for Learner Diversity in English Language Teaching 

 
The copyright of these materials belongs to the orginal authors. We are grateful to them 

for granting us the right to share the materials with other teachers. Please fully 

acknowledge the source of the materials and the authors.  
4 

8. Publishing 

Students’ proofread compositions will be emailed to an English newspaper like Young Post SCMP or 

published on an Internet forum such as HKEdCity. 

 

This aims to give students a purpose to write, not purely for academic assessment. The presence of 

an audience/ readership can definitely improve students’ motivation to learn. With reference to the 

Dunn and Dunn model (2010), two of the six strands – Emotional and Sociological are taken into 

account. Learners who do not have much drive or prefer to work as a part of a large group would find 

this activity appealing. 

 

They will be motivated by the need to communicate with other newspaper or forum readers. They 

can also get satisfaction from having their articles read and even responded by the general public.  
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END 
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Form Three English 

Unit 10: IT (in everyday life) 

Teacher’s Guide 

Theme: Information Technology (IT) 

Sub-topics:  Expressions of contrast (but, though, although, despite, in spite of) 

   

No. of periods: 19 

 

Objectives: 

After completing the unit, students should be able to 

1. know key vocabulary associated with types of IT used in everyday life (Smart card, Internet etc)  

2. learn recent vocabulary associated with IT (hacker, blog, podcast etc) 

3. understand the roles played by IT in making modern life comfortable, enjoyable and convenient. 

4. know some of the benefits and dangers involved in the use of IT. 

5. skim and scan a magazine article for key information to answer questions, choose the correct answer 

(MC). identify if statements are true, false or not given and classify types of IT use. 

6. listen to a rap about IT-related jargon, respond to it by identifying acronyms used in the song and 

filling in the blanks in the song’s chorus. 

7. listen to a rap song about what the song writer do with his mobile phone and create a new rap about 

an IT product. 

8. use expressions of contrast to complete a cloze passage ( a review of a mobile phone). 

9. use expressions of contrast in appropriate sentence structures to complete a dialogue in which two 

teens discuss the pros and cons of the new Ipad. 

10. locate/identify the placement and sequence of the main elements of an email and an article of online 

forum 

11. write an email and an article about students’ opinions on the effects of IT at an online forum using 

appropriate layout and language. 
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Teaching Ideas: 

 

Pre-reading Tasks 

(A) IT products and services 

 For pre-reading, T introduces vocabularies about different kinds of IT products and services.  

Ask students to match the words with the pictures. 

 Answers to p.1 (matching - in clockwise order) 

1. email  2.  personal digital assistants (PDAs)  3.  Octopus cards 

4.  a laptop computer   5. a computer game 6.  a mobile phone  7.  a website 

 T next asks the class to brainstorm and list more ideas for IT products and services that did not 

exist or were uncommon in HK 10 years ago. 

 T then discusses the students’ free responses with them 

 (e.g. Ipod nano, Bluetooth, DS lite, PSP, Wi-fi) 

 For weaker students, they have to complete p.2 and can draw out the IT products if they don’t 

know the names.  

 

(B) Useful verbs 

 T reads through the lists of verbs and nouns on page 3, checking that students comprehend 

them. 

Students then match each verb with the appropriate noun. Answers: 

browse – a website; surf – the Internet; hack (into) - a system; search – information/a website 

a blog; chat (on) – a forum; click (on) – the mouse; open/close/save- a file; download – 

music/information; send an email / information; log on (to) – a blog / the Internet / a system 

 For weaker students, a running dictation mode is used to help students doing the matching 

exercise. 

 

 

(C) Video- the computer song 

 T begins by writing an acronym on the board and asking the students if they know what it 

stands for (e.g. PC = personal computer / ISP = Internet Service Provider) 

 T asks students if they know any others and lists on the board. 

 Now, T asks students to refer to the table on page 3 of their worksheets and asks them how 

many they are familiar with.   

 T tells students that, as they listen to the song, they should circle any of the expressions they 

hear or see in the clip. 

(Facebook, g (Blogger), Win 95, Intel, LCDTV are not mentioned or shown) 

 T plays the song again and students complete the missing words in the chorus: 

“My PC has variety and if you’re not a SURFER, you’re not down with me. 
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So, if your motto isn’t cut & PASTE, you better tell your mama ‘bout your DIGITAL waste.” 

 For weaker students, they complete the version with the number of letters given. 

 

(D)  Quick reading (skimming) Identifying Main Ideas 

 T reminds class that each paragraph in text usually has only ONE MAIN IDEA. 

 T now asks students to read the text on p.6-7 of the worksheets (or the simplified version on 

p.11-12 of the worksheets for the weaker students) and complete the matching task by drawing 

lines between the two columns on p.5. 

 

A  B 

Paragraph 1    Problems with IT 

Paragraph 2    Use IT wisely 

Paragraph 3    IT in daily life 

Paragraph 4    IT in schools 

Paragraph 5    IT at home 

Paragraph 6    IT and language 

Reading 

IT Living (Simplified version provided for weaker students) 

 T introduces by asking students to look at the introductory story on page 6 of the worksheets.  T 

explains that this is a description of the start of a movie. Read through the text with the class, 

explaining the meaning (especially ‘device’ and ‘teleports’).   

 T asks students whether they believe this situation could really happen in the future (i.e. teleporting) 

 Go through the article on page 6-7 in the worksheets for students, or the simplified version on pages 

11-12 of the worksheets (for weaker students), and explain any vocabulary that they may find 

difficult. 

 T then reads through the article with the class and discusses some of the ideas presented with them. 

 T asks students if they can think of other ways in IT plays a part in their lives (e.g. CCTV cameras, 

live broadcasts by satellite, fingerprint recognition, barcode readers, photocopiers, touch screens 

etc) 

 Answers of the simplified version questions: (for weaker students) 

 Answers to page 13 of the worksheet – 

 

Transport 

Octopus card 

 

Government 

Services 

Smart ID card 

Education 

Video clips 

Search engines 

PowerPoint Presentations 

Interactive computer games 

Communication 

Email 

Instant messengers 

Entertainment 

The Internet 

Online games 
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 Answers to pages 14 & 15 

  

Q1. a  false b true  c Not given d  true 

Q2.  (Any 4 of them) email, e-card, e-book, blog, streaming, podcaster and Web TV. 

Q3.  3 

Q4.  c 

Q5.  loss of security and privacy of personal data 

Q6.  b 

 

Q7. 

a. The article is about  IT has changed people’s lives in Hong Kong. 

b. Students can use car engines to find information on the Internet. 

c. IT has made communication slower. 

d. Long hours in front of computer can lead to health problems.  

e. IT has made our lives much easy. 

 

 

Post-reading Tasks 

 

Language Arts – Song “The Mobile Phone Rap” 

 T tells class that they are going to listen to a rap song called ‘The Mobile Phone Rap’. Students 

should try to follow the lyric as they listen. 

 Students read and listen.  Then, they try to highlight the things that the song writer does with 

his mobile phone.. 

 T writes the word ‘Onomatopoeia’ on the board and asks students if they remember what it 

means 

(the creation and use of words which include sounds that are similar to the noises that the 

words refer to) 

 T asks students to tell what the onomatopoeic word is in the rap (Beep) 

 Now T asks students to complete the questions on p.17 without refer to the lyric  

 T asks some students to share their answers of Q1 and Q2 and then check the answers of Q3 

1. play games 2. surf the internet 3. send texts  4. do sums 

5.  tell the time 6. tell the date  7. call a friend  8. watch a video  

 For weaker students, they can refer to the lyric while answering Q3. on p.17 

 T asks students to work in groups of 3 to 4 and create a new rap lyric of an IT product of their 

how 

search 

faster 

a 

easier 
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group’s choice by making use of the table on p.17.  

 For weaker students, they can use the lyric template on p.18 to create the new rap lyric on the 

PC and insert pictures to decorate their lyric. 

 T tells students to present their new rap lyric to the whole class. 

 

 

 

 
 

Focus on Language : Expressions of Contrast 

 First revise with the class the meaning of the verb ‘contrast’ (to describe difference(s)) 

 Point out that ‘though’ and ‘although’ are interchangeable, as are ‘despite’ and ‘in spite of’ 

 Then go through the examples on page9.with the students – pointing out which two ideas are being 

contrasted.  Draw attention to the fact that the expression of contrast is in the middle of the first 

two examples whereas it starts the last three. 

 Now go through the explanations of structure, making the key points that: 

 ‘but’ is followed by a clause (it cannot be used to start a sentence in writing although this 

may happen in everyday speech) 

 ‘though’ and ‘although’ must be followed by a clause. If they are used to start a sentence, 

the clause is followed by a comma. 

 If a sentence starts with ‘though’ or ‘although’ we cannot also use ‘but’ (unlike Chinese) 

 ‘despite’ / ‘in spite of’ can be followed by: 

a. a noun phrase ( a noun and words that describe it (e.g. a lot of Chinese people) 

b. an –ing verb phrase (e.g. having a large screen) 

c. ‘the fact that’ + a clause (e.g. the fact that it can show movies) 

 Exercise 1: Decisions, decisions  

Answers - 

 (1) Although                 (2) X                   (3) Although / Though  

    (4) X                     (5) Despite               (6) Though / Although 

 (7) X                     (8) Despite / In spite of        (9) but  

    (10) X The makers             (11) but                    (12) Despite / In spite of 

    (13) X 

 

 Exercise 2: Expressions of contrast (R(X)) 

Answers - 

Paula  Although / Though it is very light, it is too big to carry in one hand. 

James   It says that despite running many applications, there is no multi-tasking. 

Paula You can download 1000’s of programs but (you) cannot play flash videos. 
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James As for the battery, although / though it can play 10 hours of video, it is built-in and cannot 

be replaced.  

Paula I see that in spite of having 16GB’s of storage, it has no camera. 

James The screen’s size-ratio is not the same as most movies though / although the screen is 

larger than most laptops. 

 

 

Writing: 

 Write an 

email and an 

article about 

students’ 

opinions on 

the effects of 

IT at an 

online forum 

 

 

 

 Version A for more 

ready students 

Version B for less 

ready students 

Rationale 

 

Task 1.1 

Listening 

Listen to it once. 

 

Listen to it twice, or 

add more pauses if 

necessary 

Same task, 

different 

process 

Task 1.2 

speaking 

 

 

Form group 

randomly 

Form group including 

one or two stronger 

students, more hints 

given  

Same task, 

different 

process, 

peer-tutoring 

Task 2.1 Writing 

an email 

 

 

Encourage them to 

elaborate the answer 

with own examples 

in about 70 words 

Help them to locate 

the content point in 

the article.  Write 

about 50 words. 

Compare their 

answers with peers. 

Same task,  

Varied process, 

varied product 

Task 2.2 Writing 

an article 

 

 

Use the mind map 

and essay plan to 

brainstorm ideas.  

Browse a few 

Use the mind map and 

essay plan to 

brainstorm ideas. 

Refer to the sample 

Same task 

Varied process,  

Varied product 

Appeals to 
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Catering for 

learner 

diversity in 

English 

Language 

Teaching        

No. of lessons: 

10 

Target students: S.3 

Textbook: On Track 3B Unit 10 (Aristo) 

    IT in Everyday life 

Focus: Writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 1  

 

To complete this task you will need to  

1 listen to a conversation comparing mobile phones and complete a table 

2. discuss which phone Andy should choose and make a class report 

 

 

1.1 Listening  

 websites to gather 

information. 

Watch a video. 

Write about 180 

words. 

 

article and focus on 

one website for ideas.  

Watch a video with 

English/ Chinese 

subtitles. 

Write about 150 

words. 

audio, visual & 

kinesthetic 

intelligences  
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1.2 Speaking  
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Suggestions for less ready students: 

 

1. When we state opinions, we express what we think or feel about things.  

We can say:  If you ask me,….. 

     In my view,…. 

     To my mind,….. 

     To me, it seems that…… 

     I think…../ I don’t think…. 

     I see your point but….. 

 

2. It is important to give supporting reasons for our opinions. We can use as, because and since to 

introduce reasons.            

3. In the following discussion, you may need to use comparative and superlative adjectives. 



Professional Development Course 2011-2012   Y. W. Lai, M. Y. Tam, C. W. Kwan 

Catering for Learner Diversity in English Language Teaching 

 
The copyright of these materials belongs to the orginal authors. We are grateful to them 

for granting us the right to share the materials with other teachers. Please fully 

acknowledge the source of the materials and the authors.  
15 

 

Comparative  adj.  Superlative adj. 

cheaper 

trendier 

lighter 

heavier 

 

 

cheapest 

trendiest 

lightest 

heaviest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 2  
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There are two parts to this task. You will need to  

1. Write an email to your friend 

2. Write about your opinions on the effects of IT at an online forum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.1 Writing an email to your friend 

 (source: Oxford Exam Skills Plus for the HKDSE Volume 1 Paper 2 Writing &  
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On Track Writing) 

Emails make instant communication possible and have become more popular the letters for exchanging 

greetings and information, both in business and in personal life.  

Emails and informal letters share similar features, and have a similar structure.  

Read the email below. Identify the different sections of the email by writing the letters A- J in the 

boxes.  

  

A. Sender’s email address B. Date 

C. Closing paragraph D. Friendly closing 

E. Opening paragraph F. Subject line 

G. Recipient’s email address H. Informal salutation 

I. Sender’s name J. Body paragraphs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To: Peter (peterlee@yahoo.co.hk) 

From: Alex (alexlau@yahoo.com.hk) 

Date: Wednesday,16 May 2012 

Re: Such a big difference 

 

Hi Peter,  

 How’s school life? I was so excited that I couldn’t sleep well the night 

before my first school day! 

 My new secondary school is very different from my primary school. 

My primary school was in Shek Kip Mei but my new school is located n 

Tsuen Wan. It is farther from my home, so I have to go to school by MTR 

instead of walking now.  

 My school life has changed too! I have longer school hours now. In 

the ended at 12:30pm so I could be home by 1:00 pm. Now, I have to stay 

at school for classes until 4:00 pm and it’s usually 5:00 pm by the time I’m 

home. 

 Do you like your new school? Is your new school different from your 

primary school? Write back and tell me soon! 

Yours,  

Alex 

mailto:peterlee@yahoo.co.hk
mailto:alexlau@yahoo.com.hk
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To: ______________________ 

From:____________________ 

Date:____________________ 

Re:______________________ 

 

Dear Alan,  

I’ll try to answer your two questions as best as I can.  

Question 1 – What is a blog? 

___________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Question 2 – What is blogging? 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Best, 

Karen 
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2.2  Write about your opinions on the effects of IT at an online forum. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language support 

Refer to the textbook p.88-89 for related vocabulary and p.94 for useful sentence structures to show 

contrast. You may fill out the tables if you can think of other examples. 

 

Vocabulary 

1. development 5.online games 9.privacy 

2. Octopus Card 6. instant messengers 10. eyesight 

3. search engine 7.communication 11. 

4. Internet surfing 8. hacking 12. 

 

 

 

 

Less ready students may not find the following written advice 

very accessible while it may help the linguistically intelligent. 

Further language support and writing plans are provided. 
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Sentence structures 

1. Despite these concerns, IT has made our lives much easier. 

2. Although this computer is not as powerful as the other one, it is cheaper. 

3. In spite of being amongst the most powerful website design programs on the 

market, this program is very easy to learn. 

4. 

5. 

 

 

Brainstorming for ideas 

Students can choose to use the table or mind map below to brainstorm ideas with their peers. 

(source: Progress Now 4, Oxford, p.24) 

How has IT affected your life? 

Pros Cons 

. MP3 players – provide convenient 

entertainment 

. Blogging – allows you to express 

opinions and thoughts 

 

 

 

 

. Upgrading gadgets – expensive for  

teens 

.Online gaming – addictive 
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Mind map: How has IT affected your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Viewing 

Information 

Technology 

(IT) 

Entertainment 

Social life 

Studies 

Shoppin

g 
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   Three videos are suitable for this topic and the target students:  

1) I. Robot 2) The Holiday  3) Hong Kong Connections – E-shopping bug 

                           in China 

1) I.Robot 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1H3Cy09LwQM 

 

 

2) The Holiday 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0p8Su3bdHc 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1H3Cy09LwQM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0p8Su3bdHc
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3) Hong Kong Connections –The E-shopping bug in China 

 

 

 

http://programme.rthk.hk/rthk/tv/programme.php?name=tv/hkce&d=2011-10-13&

p=1981&e=155545&m=episode 

http://programme.rthk.hk/rthk/tv/programme.php?name=tv/hkce&d=2011-10-13&p=1981&e=155545&m=episode
http://programme.rthk.hk/rthk/tv/programme.php?name=tv/hkce&d=2011-10-13&p=1981&e=155545&m=episode
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Browsing websites 

http://www.yp.scmp.com/home/website/section.aspx?section=Opinion 

http://forum.hkedcity.net/forumdisplay.php?fid=163 

http://www.imdb.com/ 

  

Drafting 

After you have done your research, draft the article. Use the writing plan below to organise the 

information.(Textbook p.102) 

  

Title : How has IT affected your life? 

Introduction: 

Briefly tell the reader if you think IT has 

greatly/ moderately/ slightly affected 

your life and in what ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main Body: 

Describe the ways in which IT has 

affected your life. 

Start a new paragraph for each 

sub-heading. 

Provide examples. 

Make sure you use facts or statistics to 

support your arguments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

Conclude by summarizing the ideas you 

mentioned in the Introduction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.yp.scmp.com/home/website/section.aspx?section=Opinion
http://forum.hkedcity.net/forumdisplay.php?fid=163
http://www.imdb.com/
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A Sample article for less students 

(source: Progress Now 4 p.15) 

 

You emailed your grandmother earlier, asking her how technology had changed her life. She sent you a 

reply. 

How IT has affected my life? 

   IT has changed my life greatly. When I was a girl, we didn’t have any 

computers. My auntie lived in Canada, and we used to send messages to her by 

telegram.  

We went to the post office and tell the person there what to write. You could 

only use a limited number of words, so the messages had to be short. Then the post 

office would send the message to another post office in Canada, which would 

deliver it. It was very inconvenient. 

  Now I have a computer and I’ve sent emails to your cousin, Sammy, in 

Vancouver and, of course, to you! Although it took me some time to get used to 

typing on a keyboard at first, now I find it very easy! 

  I suppose IT has really changed the way we live our lives. It’s certainly 

improved my life! 

 

Peer assessment 

After you have finished your draft, ask a classmate to assess your writing using the checklist below. 

 

Assessment criteria       or  X        

1.Did the writer state his opinion clearly?  

2. Did the writer use examples, facts or statistics to support his  

  opinion?  

 

3.  Is the article well organised?  

4. Is the use of tenses correct?  

5. Are there any spelling mistakes?  

6. Did the writer use the vocabulary and sentence patterns from 

this unit? 

 

Comment: 
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Revising your draft 

Study the feedback your classmate has given you and write the article as a final product. 

 

Publishing your article 

Study the feedback given by your teacher and edit your article. Get ready to send it to an English 

newspaper such as Young Post South China Morning Post or publish on an Internet forum such as HKEd 

City. 

 

 

Hong Kong Education City forum – EC Chat 

http://forum.hkedcity.net/forumdisplay.php?fid=163 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An example of an article posted on the forum related to IT 

http://forum.hkedcity.net/forumdisplay.php?fid=163
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Alternatively, students can register on the Young Post website and post their article. 

 

http://www.yp.scmp.com/home/website/section.aspx?section=Opinion 

END 

http://www.yp.scmp.com/home/website/section.aspx?section=Opinion
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Catering for learner diversity in English Language Teaching 

No. of lessons: 3- Grammar (although, but, despite, in spite of) 

Target students: S.3 

Textbook: On Track 3B Unit 10 (Aristo) 

 Version A for more ready 

students 

Version B for less 

ready students 

Rationale 

Lesson 1 

Task 1.1   

Definitions 

Giving 

 

 

Task 1.2  

Interchanging 

Connectives 

(Classwork) 

 

Tailor-made notes with 

tables of concrete 

examples of usages of the 

connectives are given to 

students. 

 

No example is given. 

Tailor-made notes with 

tables of concrete 

examples of usages of 

the connectives are 

given to students. 

 

An example is given in 

each question to ensure 

students understand the 

task. 

Same task, varied 

content 

Lesson 2  

Task 2.1 

1
st
 Game 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 2.2  

Filling in the 

blanks 

(Homework) 

 

Two envelops with loose 

clauses/phrases given to 

each group. 

Students should pair up 

the clauses before joining 

them with suitable 

connectives. 

 

 

More complicated tasks 

with additional “X” 

One label sticker, a 

piece of colored paper, 

One  envelop with 

paired clauses/phrases 

given to each group. 

Students only focus on 

the usages of the 

connectives. 

Straight-forward 

questions with choices 

given. 

Same task, varied 

content, difference in 

technicality 

Lesson 3 

Task 3.1 

2
nd

 Game 

 

 

 

 

 

Two envelops with loose 

noun phrases given to 

each group. 

Students should pair them 

up before finding suitable 

verbs and using the 

connectives. 

 

One label sticker, a 

piece of colored paper, 

One  envelop with 

paired noun phrases 

given to each group. 

Students only focus on 

finding suitable verbs 

and the usages of the 

Same task, varied 

content, level of 

difficulty slightly 

increases as the task 

becomes more 

demanding and there 

is a difference in  

technicality. 
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LESSON 

ONE 

 

GRAMMA

R NOTES: 

CONNEC

TIVES OF 

CONTRAST 

1. Definition 

  When you contrast ideas, things or people, you describe how they are different. In English, the 

connectives but, although, though, despite and in spite of are often used to join two clauses that 

contrast in meaning. 

 

2. Use Look at these examples given in the textbook: 

 

 This computer is not as powerful as the other one, but it is cheaper. 

             Although this computer is not as powerful as the other one, it is     

cheaper. 

 

  Though the time was limited, he still managed to finish his computer project on time. 

  Despite advances in IT, computers cannot totally replace humans in the workplace.  

  

  

              In spite of being amongst the most powerful website design 

programs on the market, this program is very easy to learn. 

               

3. Structure 

 But is followed by a subordinate clause. It is placed between the main and subordinate clauses. It 

cannot be used to start the main clause. 

  

 Main clause Linking word  Subordinate clause 

 

 

Task 3.2 

Rewriting 

Exercise 

(Homework) 

 

 

 

No hints of connectives is 

given, many possible 

answers. 

connectives. 

Hints of connectives 

are given. 
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 This computer is not as powerful as 

the other one 

But it is cheaper. 

 But this new computer is cheaper   it is not as powerful as the other one. 

 Although and though must be followed by a clause (a group of word with a subject and verb.)  

They can be placed before or after the main clause. If they are used to start the main clause, a comma is 

placed after it. 

  

Linking word Main clause Linking word 2
nd

 clause 

Though/Although my computer is 

not as powerful 

as the other one 

, it is cheaper. 

 My computer is 

cheaper  

although/though It is not as powerful as the 

other one. 

  

 NOTE: We cannot use although/though and but in the same sentence. 

 Main clause  Subordinate clause 

 Although my computer is not as 

powerful as the other one 

But It is cheaper. 

 

*Although and but are both connectives, the function of a connective is to link 

up two clauses, one connective for 2 clauses, 2 connectives for 3 clauses and so 

on.  Therefore, if we use both(Although and but) in 2 clauses, there are too 

many connectives in the sentence. 

 

 

To upgrade our written English, we can use Despite and In spite of to rewrite 

our sentences with Although/though/but. 

 

 

NOTE THE DIFFERENCE: 

Despite and in spite of are followed by a noun phrase, the –ing form verb phrase or ‘the fact 

that’ + a clause. 

They can be used at the start of the sentence or after the main clause. 

         

e.g. 1 

My computer is not as 

powerful as the other one 

but it is cheaper 

Although my computer is not as it is cheaper 
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powerful as the other 

one, 

    ↓↓ ↓↓ ↓↓ 

Despite  
not being as powerful 

as the other one, 

my computer is cheaper 

My computer is cheaper  
in spite of  not being as powerful as the other 

one. 

 

e.g. 2 

Despite  advances in IT,     computers cannot totally replace 

humans in the workplace. 

Computers cannot totally 

replace humans in the 

workplace 

in spite of  advances in IT. 

    ↓↓ ↓↓ ↓↓ 

Though 
there are many 

advances in IT, 

computers cannot totally replace 

humans in the workplace. 

There are many advances in 

IT 

But Computers cannot totally replace 

humans in the workplace. 

 

 

 

 

Task 1.2  

Let’s do some practice in pairs! Classwork!   

 

VERSION A 

 

More Ready Students Copy 

 

   (old computer – still useful) 

            ____________________________________________________(but)  

________________________________________________(although) 

________________________________________________(despite) 

  

 

(simple camera – good photographs) 

___________________________________________________(but)  
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_______________________________________________(although) 

________________________________________________(despite) 

  

 

 ( small phone – large screen) 

 ___________________________________________________(but)  

_______________________________________________(though) 

______________________________________________(in spite of) 

  

 

    

 (fast broadband – slow Internet) 

_____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________(but)  

______________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________(though) 

____________________________________________(in spite of) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VERSION B 

Less Ready Students Copy 

 

   (old computer – still useful) 

            _The computer is old but it is still useful__________(but)  

________________________________________________(although) 

________________________________________________(despite) 

  

 

(simple camera – good photographs) 

___________________________________________________(but)  

_Although the camera is simple, it takes good photographs.__(although) 

________________________________________________(despite) 
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 ( small phone – large screen) 

 ___________________________________________________(but)  

_______________________________________________(though) 

_In spite of being small, the phone has a large screen.__(in spite of) 

  

 

    

 (fast broadband – slow Internet) 

_____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________(but)  

______________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________(though) 

____________________________________________(in spite of) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers : 

 

   (old computer – still useful) 

            _The computer is old but it is still useful.__(but)  

_Although the computer is old, it is still useful.___(although) 

_Despite being old, the computer is still useful.___(despite) 

  

 

(simple camera – good photographs) 

_The camera is simple but it takes good photographs._(but)  

_Although the camera is simple, it takes good photographs.(although) 

Despite being simple, the camera takes good photographs.(despite) 

  

 

 ( small phone – large screen) 

 The phone is small but it has a large screen.___(but)  

Though the phone is small, it has a large screen.( though) 

In spite of being small, the phone has a large screen ._(in spite of) 
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 (fast broadband connection– slow Internet) 

__The broadband connection is fast but the internet is still slow._(but) 

__The internet is still slow though the broadband connection is      

fast.__(though) 

In spite of fast broadband connections, the Internet is still slow sometimes.  

 

 

 

 

 

LESSON TWO 

Task 2.1 Let’s play the 1
st
 game 

LABELSTICKERS 

 

 

Although/ 

Though 

But  Despite/ 

in spite of 
  ,  . 

Although/ 

Though 

But  Despite/ 

in spite of 
  ,  . 

Although/ 

Though 

But  Despite/ 

in spite of 
  ,  .. 

Although/ 

Though 

But  Despite/ 

in spite of 
  ,  . 
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Although/ 

Though 

But  Despite/ 

in spite of 
  ,  . 

Although/ 

Though 

But  Despite/ 

in spite of 
  ,  . 

Although/ 

Though 

But  Despite/ 

in spite of 
  , . 

 

 

 

RATIONALE  

2 different games are designed for kinesthetic learners.  The 1
st
 game is to reinforce the basic rules and 

skills students should have learned about the connectives of contrast.  The game challenges students on 

whether they know the right position of placing the connective and helps students remember which 

connective is acted as a linking word between the main clause and a subordinate clause or a noun phrase.  

The 2nd game is to strengthen their knowledge of constructing the sentences in correct grammar. 

 

1
st
 game: 

Time allowed: 10 minutes 

Instructions: 

Students are divided into groups of 4 and they have to work together to finish the task.  The task is to 

combine the clauses or phrases given in their envelops with the label stickers shown above.  Each group 

is given the same set of clauses or phrases, and they should pick a suitable connective to form a sentence 

and place the paired sentences on their desks.     

Less ready students are given one envelop with the clauses and phrases clipped with a paper clip (4 pairs 

are given) and the label stickers shown above.  They are asked to look at each pair of clipped clauses or 

phrases and then choose a suitable connective from the label stickers to join them up.  They are allowed 

to use more than one sticker at a time.  (This is to check if students know the basic rule of using 

connectives of contrast.)   

 

More ready students are given 2 separate envelops (A and B) and the label stickers shown above.  They 

should first pair the clauses or phrases from envelop A and envelop B, to make them sound right, then 

place them in good pairs on their desks.   After that, they should choose a connective from the label 
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sticker to combine their clauses or phrases.   They are allowed to use more than one sticker at a time.  

(This is to check if students know the basic rule of using connectives of contrast.) 

 

When time is up, the English teacher should go around the classroom to check their pair sentences.   

Each group should be given marks for their correct answers: 1 for 1 correct answer, etc.  Then, the 

teacher should go over the correct answers with the students and tell students any mistakes they make.  

This exercise mainly emphasizes on the position of the connectives and their usages, so more focuses 

should be placed on how to select a right connective and where to insert it correctly. 

Materials inside the envelop(s) 

1
st
 Game  (Motorola EM 325)  

 

 

VERSION A 

More Ready Students Copy 

 

Envelop A Envelop B 

the makers claim the 

battery can provide 8 

hours talk 

the picture quality is 

not very good 

it has a 1.3mp built-in 

camera 

many users find 

battery-life to be 

much less 

being a budget-priced 

phone 

the sound quality is 

very good 

it can accept Micro having only 5MB 
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SD cards up to 2GB internal memory 
 

 

 

 

 

 

VERSION B 

Less Ready Students Copy 

 

1 it is not expensive 

 the Motorola EM 325 has many 

features 

2 the picture quality is not very 

good 

 it has a 1.3mp built-in camera 

3 the sound quality is very good 

 being a budget-priced phone 

4 having only 5MB internal 

memory 

 it can accept Micro SD cards up 

to 2GB 
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Task 2.2 Homework Worksheet 

To reinforce what students learn in class, they are asked to do the following worksheets with the 

vocabulary used in the games as homework. 

 

VERSION A 

More Ready Students Copy 

Exercise 1 

Anna is going to buy herself a new mobile phone.  She can’t afford to buy a very expensive one.  She 

is looking at reviews of mobile phones.  Below is a review of the Motorola EM325. Complete the 

review by using the expressions in the box.  Fill in each blank with one expression OR put an ‘X’ if no 

word is needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make & 

Model 

Motorola 

EM325 

Price: 

$HK500 

 

 

  

Features Review 

Colour: Black 

Camera: 1.3MP 

     4x zoom 

Memory:  

Internal: 5MB 

External: 2GB 

Sound: FM radio 

player mp3 

recorder no 

Video:  no 

Games: yes 

Internet:  yes 

(WAP)Bluetooth 

Messaging: SMS / 

MMS 

Battery Life:  

 Standby 360 hours 

Talk 8 hours 

(1) ______________the Motorola EM325 has many features,  

(2) _____________ it is not expensive. (3) ______________ it has a 1.3mp 

built-in camera, (4) _______________ the picture quality is not very good. 

(5) ___________ being a budget-priced phone, the sound quality is very 

good. (6) __________________ the radio is excellent and it can play mp3 

files, (7) _____________ there is no sound recorder. (8) 

_________________ having only 5MB internal memory, it can accept 

MicroSD cards up to 2GB.  The EM325 cannot play video, (9) 

_________________ it does come with an Internet browser and Bluetooth. 

There are also some good built-in games. (10) _______________ the makers 

claim the battery can provide 8 hours of talk, (11) _____________ many 

users find battery-life to be much less. 

 

Summary: (12) __________________ the EM325 being quite inexpensive 

and having many features, (13) _______________ the battery-life is poor 

and it is only available in black. 

 

though   /  although /  but  / despite /  in spite of 
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VERSION B  

Less Ready Students Copy 

Exercise 1 

Anna is going to buy herself a new mobile phone.  She can’t afford to buy a very expensive one.  She 

is looking at reviews of mobile phones.  Below is a review of the Motorola EM325. Complete the 

review by using the expressions in the box.  Fill in each blank with one connective . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

Make & 

Model 

Motorola 

EM325 

Price: $HK500 

 

 

  

Features Review 

Colour: Black 

Camera: 1.3MP 

     4x zoom 

Memory:  

Internal: 5MB 

External: 2GB 

Sound: FM radio 

player mp3 

recorder no 

Video:  no 

Games: yes 

Internet:  yes 

(WAP) 

Bluetooth 

Messaging: SMS / 

MMS 

Battery Life:  

 Standby 360 hours 

Talk 8 hours 

(1) ______________the Motorola EM325 has many features,  

it is not expensive.  It has a 1.3mp built-in camera, (2) ______________ the 

picture quality is not very good. (3) ___________ being a budget-priced 

phone, the sound quality is very good. (4) __________________ the radio is 

excellent and it can play mp3 files, there is no sound recorder. (5) 

_________________ having only 5MB internal memory, it can accept 

MicroSD cards up to 2GB.  The EM325 cannot play video, (6) 

_________________ it does come with an Internet browser and Bluetooth. 

There are also some good built-in games. The makers claim the battery can 

provide 8 hours of talk, (7 _____________ many users find battery-life to be 

much less. 

 

Summary: (8) __________________ the EM325 being quite inexpensive 

and having many features the battery-life is poor and it is only available in 

black. 

 

though   /  although /  but  / despite /  in spite of 
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Task 2.2  

Ans for Version A :1. Although 2.X 3. Although/Though 4. X 5. Despite 6. 

Though/Although 7. X 8. Despite/In spite of  9. but  10. X  11. but 12. 

Despite/ In spite of  13. X 

 

Ans for Version B: 1. Although  2. but 3. Despite/In spite of 4. 

Although/Though  5. Despite/ In spite of  6. although/though 7. but  8. 

Despite/ In spite of  

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   LESSON THREE 
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Task 3.1 Let’s play the 2
nd

 Game - New I-pad  

 

2
nd

 game 

Time allowed: 10-15 minutes 

 

Instructions: 

Students are divided into groups of 4 to play this game.  They should be assigned different roles this 

time; facilitator, time-keeper, secretary and presenter.  The facilitator should take the lead to facilitate 

and supervise the whole progress.  The time-keeper is to remind the group to finish fast.  The secretary 

is to write down the newly constructed sentences for the presenter.  The presenter is to read aloud the 

newly formed sentences in front of the class.  The task is to combine the given phrases (4 pairs) with a 

suitable connective but level of difficulty is increased as the phrases given this time only contain an 

adjective and a noun.  This time, students have free choices of their connectives to construct their 

sentences but they are reminded that different connectives used will enable them to score different bonus 

marks:  (Despite and in spite of : 5 marks, although and though: 3 marks, but: 2 marks)  Students 

should think of a suitable verb to go with the adjective phrases in order to form a main clause and to 

choose a connective to link up the subordinate clause or noun phrase.    They should compete against 

time, the fastest group which finishes combining all 4 pairs is considered as the winner.  For each 

grammatical sentence constructed, students will be given 3 marks, together with their choice of 

connective, maximum marks they can score in each sentence is 8 marks.   Ungrammatical or illogical 

sentences won’t be awarded any marks. 

 

Less ready students are given one envelop with clipped phrases like in the 1
st
 game.  Whereas, more 

ready students are given 2 separate envelops and they should pair up the phrases before combining them. 

 

When time is up, the presenter of each group should take turns to come forth and report orally their 

sentences constructed.    This reporting time allows students to reflect what they have learned and 

witness other possible ways of constructing the sentences in a sensible manner.    At the end of the 

reporting, the teacher should award each group marks they deserve.  

 

Materials inside the envelop(s) 

2
nd 

Game –I-pad 

VERSION A 

 

More Ready Students Copy 



Professional Development Course 2011-2012   Y. W. Lai, M. Y. Tam, C. W. Kwan 

Catering for Learner Diversity in English Language Teaching 

 
The copyright of these materials belongs to the orginal authors. We are grateful to them 

for granting us the right to share the materials with other teachers. Please fully 

acknowledge the source of the materials and the authors.  
43 

Envelop A Envelop B 

very light built-in battery 

many new 

functions 

ratio not the 

same as most 

movies 

long battery life no photos 

large screen too big to carry 

in one hand 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VERSION B 

 

Less Ready Students Copy 

1 very light  

 too big to carry in one hand 



Professional Development Course 2011-2012   Y. W. Lai, M. Y. Tam, C. W. Kwan 

Catering for Learner Diversity in English Language Teaching 

 
The copyright of these materials belongs to the orginal authors. We are grateful to them 

for granting us the right to share the materials with other teachers. Please fully 

acknowledge the source of the materials and the authors.  
44 

2 many new functions 

 no photos 

3 long battery life 

 built-in battery 

4 large screen 

 ratio not the same as most 

movies 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK 3.2 Homework Worksheet 

VERSION A 

 

More Ready Students Copy 

 

Exercise 2 

Paula and James are reading about the new iPad in a computer magazine. 

 Below, there is a table that shows what are the pros (good points) and cons (bad points), according to 

the writer in the magazine. 
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Complete the conversation between Paula and James, using the words shown in brackets. Remember to 

change the verb when using ‘despite’ or ‘in spite of.      

      Apple iPad 

 

James:  What do you think of the new iPad, Paula?  Are you going to get one? 

Paula:   I’m not sure.  Have you seen this magazine article about it? 

James:  Let me see. Oh, it says that although the cheapest model only costs $US500,  you 

have to pay extra for a faster connection or unlimited download. 

(although/though / cheapest model / costs $US500, / pay extra for / faster connection/ 

unlimited download) 

Paula:   Yes, and  

____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ ( very light,  /  too big) 

 

James: It says 

that_________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

( run  /   many applications, /   there    /   is  /  no multi-tasking) 

 

Paula: You can 

____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

(download  /  1000’s of programs  /   cannot play flash videos) 

 

James: As for the battery, 

____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

+++ Pros +++  - - - Cons - - - 

Cost:  $US500 for the cheapest model  Cost: extra cost for faster connection / unlimited 

download  

Weight: Very light - only 1.5 pounds  Size: Too big to carry in one hand 

Applications: Runs many - includes e-reader  Multi-tasking None – only one task at a time 

Internet 1000’s of programs from App. 

Store 

 Internet:  Cannot play flash video 

Battery life: Watch up to 10 hours of video  Battery: Built-in – cannot be replaced 

Storage: 16 gigabytes  Camera: None – no photos or Skype 

Screen: Larger than most laptops  Screen: Size-ratio not the same as most movies (16:9) 
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( it can play 10 hours of video, /  it is  / built-in   / cannot be replaced) 

 

Paula:   I see that 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

( have   /   16GB’s of storage   /    it has  /   no camera) 

 

James: The screen’s 

____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

(size-ratio  /  is  /  not the same as most movies  /  screen  /   is larger than most laptops) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VERSION B 

 

Less Ready Students Copy 

 

Exercise 2 

Paula and James are reading about the new iPad in a computer magazine. 

 Below, there is a table that shows what are the pros (good points) and cons (bad points), according to 

the writer in the magazine. 

Complete the conversation between Paula and James, using the words shown in brackets. Remember to 

change the verb when using ‘despite’ or ‘in spite of.      

      Apple iPad 

+++ Pros +++  - - - Cons - - - 

Cost:  $US500 for the cheapest model  Cost: extra cost for faster connection / unlimited 

download  

Weight: Very light - only 1.5 pounds  Size: Too big to carry in one hand 

Applications: Runs many - includes e-reader  Multi-tasking None – only one task at a time 

Internet 1000’s of programs from App.  Internet:  Cannot play flash video 
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James:  What do you think of the new iPad, Paula?  Are you going to get one? 

Paula:   I’m not sure.  Have you seen this magazine article about it? 

James:  Let me see. Oh, it says that although the cheapest model only costs $US500,  you 

have to pay extra for a faster connection or unlimited download. 

(although/though / cheapest model / costs $US500, / pay extra for / faster connection/ 

unlimited download) 

Paula:   Yes, and  

____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ ( although / though  is  /  very 

light,  /  too big) 

 

James: It says 

that_________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

(despite  /   run  /   many applications, /   there    /   is  /  no multi-tasking) 

 

Paula: You can 

____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

(download  /  1000’s of programs  /     but    /   cannot play flash videos) 

 

James: As for the battery, 

____________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

(although / though  /  it  /  can play 10 hours of video, /  it is  / built-in   / cannot be replaced) 

 

Paula:   I see that 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

(in spite of   /    have   /   16GB’s of storage   /    it has  /   no camera) 

 

James: The screen’s 

____________________________________________________________________________________

Store 

Battery life: Watch up to 10 hours of video  Battery: Built-in – cannot be replaced 

Storage: 16 gigabytes  Camera: None – no photos or Skype 

Screen: Larger than most laptops  Screen: Size-ratio not the same as most movies (16:9) 
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______________________________________________________ 

(size-ratio  /  is  /  not the same as most movies  /  though/although  /   screen  /   is larger 

 than most laptops) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 3.2   

 

Ans for both Version A and B:   

 

Paula Although/Though it is very light, it is too big to carry in one hand. 

James It says that despite running many applications, there is no multi-tasking. 

Paula You can download 1000’s of programs but cannot play flash videos 

James As for the battery, although/though it can play 10 hours of video, it is built-in and cannot 

be replaced. 

Paula I see that in spite of having 16GB’s storage, it has no camera. 

James The screen’s size-ratio is not the same as most movies though/although the screen is 

larger than most laptops. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


