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Today’s ProgrammeToday s Programme
O f S3:00 – 3:20pm Objectives of the Seed Project 

3:20 – 4:30 pm Experience Sharing on the Phase I 
Tryoutsy

By Ms Winnie CHAN & Ms Jennifer WONG
TWGHs Yow Kam Yuen College

4:30 – 5:00 pm Q & A
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Objectives of the 2009/10 “Seed” Project

• To enhance junior secondary students’ motivation, 
confidence and learning effectiveness in the English 
Language subject through developing their languageLanguage subject through developing their language 
learning strategies and engaging them in a variety of 
meaningful and challenging activities that address their 
diverse needsdiverse needs

• To enhance English teachers’ professional knowledge in 
catering for learner diversity through differentiatedcatering for learner diversity through differentiated 
instruction

T h th d l t f h l b d E li h• To enhance the development of a school-based English 
Language curriculum to address students’ diverse needs

• To enhance the development of the English Language 
curriculum in Hong Kong
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Diverse Needs of StudentsDiverse Needs of Students

Unmotivated

Self-motivated
Individual attention
Clear instructions

Lack of confidence

Passive

Clear instructions
Manageable tasks
Challenging activitiesIndependent

Easily distracted

Challenging activities
Motivating materials
Encouraging feedbackPoor family support

Weak foundation

Q i t K

Encouraging feedback
Short-term targets
V i d l i tiQuiet        Keen Varied learning options
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What? Why?

Differentiated 
Instruction

How?

Content Process Product

Learning Environment 5



WhatWhat is Differentiated Instruction?WhatWhat is Differentiated Instruction?

‘Diff ti t d I t ti i h‘Differentiated Instruction is an approach 
that assumes there is a diversity of 
learners in every classroom and that all 
of those learners can be reached if a 
variety of methods and activities are 
used.’  (Carol Tomlinson, 2000)
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Experience Sharing on the 
Phase I Tryouts

BBy
Ms Winnie CHAN & Ms Jennifer WONG

TWGHs Yow Kam Yuen College
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1. Background information of the school

2. Purposes for joining the project

- Students’ diverse needs

- Teachers’ expectations- Teachers  expectations

3. Selecting specific areas as entry points
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Planning and Implementing g p g
Differentiated Instruction

for S.3 Reading at TWGHs Yow Kam Yuen College

EL  Curriculum
• KS3 Reading 

Obj ti

Content
• Reading texts

R di killObjectives
• KS3 BC 

Descriptors in
Reading
LPF f R di

• Reading skills 
& strategies

Product
• Post-reading / 
Follow-up 
activities, e.g.

Summative 
Evaluation

Skill

Pre-assessment

• Qualitative data

• LPF for Reading

S3 Students’
• Reading skills

Process
• Learning
activities

-graphic 
organisers

-posters
-interviews

Skill 
application 

in exam

Qualitative data
-T’s observation
-Ed Psy’s  analysis
-Ss’ self-assessment

• Reading skills
• Reading interests
• Learning styles
• Prior knowledge

• Teaching 
strategies for 
reading

• Questioning  
• Quantitative data
-Internal tests / exams
-Past TSA data

• Flexible gping

(Adapted from Oaksford, L. & Jones, L., 2001)
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Evaluating Students’ Learning Needs

What are my students’ in reading?

Evaluating Students  Learning Needs

What are my students  …  in reading?

interests current level of 
knowledge & skillsknowledge & skillse.g. They like 

books with lots of 
illustrations.

e.g.  They can 
locate specific 

preferred ways 
of learning

p
information 
from texts. 

academic history

of learning

e.g. They like 
playing p y g
language 
games/working 
with peers. 

e.g. They read 
mainly fiction in 
S1 & S2.
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Identifying Students’ Strengths & Weaknesses in Reading

St d t ’ t di T t di L l 4 & 5

Students’ Current Levels Expected Levels

Students’ current reading 
levels: around Levels 2 & 3
with reference to the LPF for 
reading

Target reading Levels: 4 & 5 
with reference to the LPF for 
reading

reading

Students at Levels 2/3 can,  e.g.
• work out the meaning of • work out the meaning of

Students at Levels 4/5 can,  e.g.
work out the meaning of 
words and phrases by using 
knowledge of letter-sound 
relationships and word 
f i

work out the meaning of 
words, phrases and some 
idiomatic expressions by 
using semantic and 

formation
• locate specific information  

by identifying key words
k di ti b t th

syntactic clues
• follow ideas by recognising 

simple text structures and 
understanding the use of• make predictions about the 

content from the titles, 
illustrations or contents 
page

understanding the use of 
cohesive devices

• organise information and 
ideas in texts by usingpage ideas in texts by using 
knowledge of text structures 
and some graphic forms 11



Planning of the Phase I TryoutsPlanning of the Phase I Tryouts

• Specific Areas Investigated: 
Reading Skills and Strategiesg g

First Tryout Second Tryout
• Duration:

First Tryout Second Tryout
2/11/09  6/11/09 3/12/09  9/12/09

(5 sessions) (4 sessions)
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Differentiating the Content (I) –
Selecting Appropriate Reading MaterialsSelecting Appropriate Reading Materials

Who made this?

Who invented it?

Who came up with this idea?

Where did it come from?Whose Idea Was It, 
Anyway?

Thomson Nelson
Whose idea was it, anyway?

Thomson Nelson

978-0-17-011698-5 

13To develop students’ thinking skills



Differentiating the Content (I) –
Selecting Appropriate Reading MaterialsSelecting Appropriate Reading Materials

Tryout 2 –Tryout 1 –
Games & Zany Inventions

y
Household Inventions

Whose Idea Was It,   Whose Idea Was It,   
Anyway?

 2 3 5

Anyway?

 27 29pp. 2,3,5 pp. 27 - 29
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Differentiating the Content (II) –
C lid ti /D l i R di SkillConsolidating/Developing Reading Skills

Level 2 (LPF for Reading)     

Making predictions about the content from the 
titles, illustrations and contents page

( g)
Whose Idea 

Was It, 
Anyway? , p g

(Book cover)

Toothbrush
h  h  d 

Level 4 (LPF for Reading)     
The Chinese invented 
toothbrushes in the late 1400s.  
They were made out of animal 
hair, such as pig bristles.

Working out the meaning of words by using 
syntactic clues

Following ideas by understanding the

Level 4 (LPF for Reading)     

Following ideas by understanding the 
use of cohesive devices
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Differentiating the Process –
Using Different Teaching Activities to Address the g g
Needs of Students with Different Learning Styles

e ge.g. 
• using graphic organisers
• watching video clips
• drawing pictures• drawing pictures
• labelling pictures
• doing actions 
• doing group discussions• doing group discussions
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Differentiating the Product –g
Providing Choices in Demonstrating Learning

e.g. 

• researching different household inventionsresearching different household inventions

• giving group presentationsg g g p p

• creating one’s own inventions
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Differentiating the Product –
Providing Choices in Demonstrating LearningProviding Choices in Demonstrating Learning 

Timeline

Drama
Interview

Graphic Form

PosterComic Strip

Graphic Form
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Students Created Products that 
M t h d th i L i St l (I)Matched their Learning Styles (I)

Visual & 
Kinesthetic 

Timeline 19



Students Created Products that 
Matched their Learning Styles (II)Matched their Learning Styles (II)

Visual & 
Ki th tiKinesthetic 

G hiGraphic 
Forms Posters    20



Students Created Products that 
Matched their Learning Styles (III)Matched their Learning Styles (III)

AudioAudio 

21Interview



Difficulties Encountered in the First Tryout and 
Remedies (I)

Difficulties Encountered Action Taken

Planning • Project Teachers had very • Professional discussionsPlanning • Project Teachers had very 
limited ideas about how to 
plan reading lessons.

• Professional discussions 
with CDI officers and Seed 
Teacher helped to generate 
more teaching ideas.more teaching ideas.

• Project Teachers were 
exhausted in CLP 
meetings held after school

• Teachers focused on lesson 
planning and kept 
discussions aboutmeetings held after school. discussions about 
administrative details to the 
minimal.

I l t ti St d t did t fi d th M tt ti t tImplementation • Students did not find the 
reading texts about 
‘Household Inventions’ 
appealing

• More attractive texts –
‘Bicycle’ and ‘Zany 
Inventions’ were chosen.

appealing.

• Discipline problems arose 
during group activities.

• Teachers set up classroom 
routines and explained to g g p p
students the consequences 
of misbehaviour. 22



Difficulties Encountered in the First Tryout and 
Remedies (II)

Difficulties Encountered Action Taken

Implementation • Students were so used to • Teachers created a moreImplementation • Students were so used to 
expecting direct answers 
from teachers that they 
responded relatively

• Teachers created a more 
‘lively and supportive’ 
classroom environment 
through teacher’sresponded relatively 

passively in activities like 
acting out and voicing 
their personal opinions.

through teacher s 
demonstration and whole-
class participation in 
different activities, e.g. p p , g
miming.

• Teachers’ focus was on 
the completion of activity

• The no. of activity sheets 
was cut down and morethe completion of activity 

sheets rather than the 
teaching of reading skills 
and strategies.

was cut down and more 
emphasis was put on the 
teaching of learning skills.

and strategies.

• Students did not have the 
language to express their 
id

• More teacher support and 
guidance was given.  
St d t d d t d lideas. Students needed to model 
after examples.
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Difficulties Encountered in the Second Tryout and 
Remedies

ffDifficulties Encountered Action to be Taken

Planning • DI was not ‘visible’ enough. • A wide variety of teaching 
strategies should be used instrategies should be used in 
response to diverse learning 
preferences.
Fle ible gro ping co ld be• Flexible grouping could be 
adopted to provide 
opportunities for students to 
learn with otherslearn with others.

Implementation • Discipline problems still 
existed.

• Teachers should make their 
instructions very clear.

• Teachers tended to rush 
through the activities and 
provide model answers for

• A contingency plan should 
be made to allow more 
flexibility e g what can beprovide model answers for 

more challenging 
questions.

flexibility, e.g. what can be 
skipped if time runs short.

• Lessons were presented 
solely with the use of  PPT 
slides.  

• The blackboard could be 
used flexibly to illustrate the 
formation of ideas/concepts. 24



Reflection from the Two TryoutsReflection from the Two Tryouts
Students Teachers

• It was effective to learn 
through doing actions, e.g. 
demonstrating how the 

• Project Teachers could 
explore different 
approaches to respond to g

pedals go back and forth.
• Most students loved to work 

with peers

pp p
the challenge of student 
diversity.

• Teachers need to have awith peers.
• Students learnt how to 

organise and present ideas 

• Teachers need to have a 
higher expectation of their 
students.

by using graphic forms, e.g. 
sequencing and presenting 
events with a timeline.

• The project promoted a 
collaborative culture among 
Project Teachers.

• Assignments matched their 
learning preferences.
St d t lik d t b

j

• Students liked to be 
“challenged”.
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Th k YThank You
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Using Graphic Forms to Organise and Present the 
Invention of Household ItemsInvention of Household Items

Toothbrush
Toilet  27



Watching a Video Clip to Give Students More Ideas 
b t C I tiabout Crazy Inventions 

10 Crazy Japanese Inventions10 Crazy Japanese Inventions

http://www youtube com/watch?v=zb-gmJVW5lwhttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zb-gmJVW5lw
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Drawing Pictures to Illustrate their Imaginary Bicycle

29



Labelling Pictures of a Bicycle to Consolidate the 
V b l R l t d t Diff t P t f Bi lVocabulary Related to Different Parts of a Bicycle
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Researching Different Household Inventions
Follow-up Activity for the First Tryout

Situation:
Yow Kam Yuen Museum of Household Items will organise a 
competition named ‘Whose idea was it, anyway?’ to select some 
outstanding presenters in your school to give short presentations 
about the history of household items.  The winning teams will do 
the presentations in the museum. 

Task:
To join the competition ‘Whose idea was it anyway?’ you andTo join the competition Whose idea was it, anyway? , you and 
your classmates will work in groups of four and select one or two 
household item(s) for presentation in the museum.  You should 
read the book “Whose idea was it, anyway?” or surf the Internet toread the book Whose idea was it, anyway? or surf the Internet to 
collect information about the history of household items. Then try 
to decide how the presentation should be conducted to help the 
audience understand the history more easily.y y

31



Providing Choices in Demonstrating LearningProviding Choices in Demonstrating Learning

Follow-up Activity after the First TryoutFollow up Activity after the First Tryout 

Select one or two household item(s) for presentation in 
the Yow Kam Yuen Museum of Household Items and t e o a ue useu o ouse o d te s a d
decide how the presentation should be conducted to help 
the audience understand the history more easily.

I can choose what to do 
and how to do it.

32



Follow-up Activity after the Second Tryout

What’s the next great invention?g

Situation:  All TWGHs schools are invited to enter the   
competition ‘What’s the next great invention?’.  You g
are interested in it and would like to submit a 
proposal to enter the competition.

Tasks: 1. Fill in the proposal form for the competition.

2. Draw a sketch for the invention.

3. Write a short description of the invention.
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Examples for Students to Model afterExamples for Students to Model after
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